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THE  FSA — PRO  AND  CON 


Wheeler  Kcltillen,  author  of  the  column  "All  of  Us,"  in  the  Farm  Journal 
and  Farmer's  "wife,  stirred  up  a  controversy  among  the  Journal 's  readers 
when  lie  commented  on  the  work  of  the  Farm  Security  Administration,  in 
the  November,  1941,  issue  of  the  Journal,  as  follows: 

"One  of  the  most  stupid  statements  I  have  seer,  this  year — and  that's 
taking  in  a  wide  territory — came  from  an  Alabama  farm  bureau  group. 
Evidently  the  protest  of  a  membership  of  large  owners,  the  statement 
criticized  the  Farm  Security  Administration  for  aiding  tenants  to  buy 
farms .    The  objection  was  that  the  action  was  taking  away  their  best 
tenants]    FSA  may  be  doing  some  wrong  things,  or  doing  right  things 
the  wrong  way,  but  I  doubt  if  there  can  be  much  wrong  about  helping 
a  good  tenant  to  become  an  owner." 

In  "Open  Meeting,"  its  let tors -from-rcadors  column,  the  Journal  printed 
the  following  letter  in  its  December,  I941j  issue: 

"FSA  and  TENANTS.    You  arc  in  a  position  to  do  a  lot  of  good,  as 
well  as  harm;  therefore,  I  am  writing  you  in  regard  to  an  item  in 
ALL  of  US  for  November  1941. 

"First,  let  me  say  that  it  seems  you,  like  many  others,  are  confusing 
a  plan  with  a  pro  cess ;  a  dream  with  a  reality,  or  wishful  thinking  with 
cold  facts.    Granting  that  the  motive  behind  FSA  is  noble,  and  in 
very  rare  cases  will  be  of  benefit,  if  you  will  keep  your  mind  open 
for  a  few  minutes,  I  believe  I  can  show  you  that  your  little  comment  , 
is  more  of  a  'stupid  statement'  than  the  one  you  criticize. 

"Again,  let  me  state  that  the  motive  behind  end  the  purpose  of 
FSA  is  noble.    The  actual  operation  of  the  plan  in  our  own  country 
is  little  short  of  vicious  and  criminal.    Criminal  in  that  it  squand- 
ers public  money  to  no  avail,  but  even  more  criminal  in  that  it  is 
making  dependents,  dishonest  people  out  of  many  whom  it  is  intended 
to  help. 

"I  could  give  you  names  of  several  here  in  our  county  who  were  happy 
and  contented  -tenants,  with  plenty  of  food,  clothing  and  some 
luxuries,  but  have  bought  or  rented  under  the  FSA  and  arc  practically 
destitute,  except  as  the  FSA  continues  to  supply  them.    The  local 
FSA  authorities  will  probably  deny  this,  but  come  down  and  I  will 
take  you  to  see  some  of  these  cases. 

"Some  of  these  cases  are  openly  boasting  of  the  fact  that  it  docs 
not  matter  whether  they  make  any  payments,  that  the  » government'  will 
feed  and  furnish  them  again.    Further,  some  of  these  people  take  the 
fertilizer  provided  by  the  FSA,  use  part  of  it  under  crops,  and  sell 
the  remainder  to  neighbor  farmers  for  cash. 
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"I  could  cite  you  other  abuses ,  but  these  are  sufficient  to  condemn 
the  plan  as  it  is  being  operated  in  our  county. 

"It  may  be  possible  that  you,  like  many  of  our  'city  farmers'  in 
government  still  believe  in  many  of  the  popular ,  accepted  fallacies , 
some  of  which  are:  That  anyone  with  a  mule  and  plow  can  farm,  and 
that  anyone  who  can  make  a  good  crop  as  a  tenant  can  do  the  same 
for  himself ;  that  it  takes  only  brawn  and  not  brains  to  farm. 

"People  in  our  county  are  not  selling  or  leasing  good  farms j  there- 
fore ,  these  victims  of  FSA  in  most  cases  must  start  with  worn  out, 
eroded  land,  under  a  heavy  debt.    Even  though  a  man  might  be  sincere 
and  ambitious,  the  odds  are  against  his  being  able  to  'come  through' 
under  the  conditions. 

"As  a  tenant,  a  man  has  been  working  land  that  has  been  rotated 
and  rebuilt,  and  therefore  he  has  been  making  good  crops,     ^hen  he  takes 
a  farm  under  the  FSA  in  most  cases  he  does  not  get  this  land  that 
has  been  built  with  legumes  and  lime,  and  filled  with  humus 5  there- 
fore, he  docs  not  make  the  same  crops  as  formerly. 

"Not  many  of  these  people  have  the  judgment  and  managing  ability 
which  their  former  landlord  used  in  helping  them  make  a  good  living." 

/s/  M*  S.  Boyd 
Route  3 
Laurens,  S.  C. 

In  a  note  following  this  letter  the  Editor  asked:     "Is  FSA  doing  a  good 
job.    Who  else  has  first-hand  observations?"    In  the  February,  194-2, 
issue  of  the  Journal,  he  wrote:     "The  Mitor's  request  for  first-hand 
observations  brought  a  generous  response.    Score,  75  percent  approving 
FSA,  most  of  these  from  borrowers j  25  percent  disapproving,  equally 
divided  between  borrowers  and  non-borrowers."    The  letters  printed  by 
the  Journal  follow: 

"FSA's  job — Is  the  FSA  doing  a  good  job?    We  believe  it  is  the  great- 
est break  the  tenant  farmer  has  ever  had. 

"ITc  can't  speak  for  other  sections  of  the  country,  but  in  this  section 
no  tenants  except  those  who  are  ambitious  and  long  to  own  a  farm,  of 
their  own  arc  going  into  the  FSA.    They  are  as  fine  men  as  we  have, 
but  through  no  fault  of  their  own  could  never  get  enough  ahead  to 
buy  a  farm.     But  with  the  government's  assistance  they  are  now  on 
their  own  farms,  working  on,  striving  to  make  a  success.    But  since 
they  can  see  the  goal  ahead,  they  work  with  confidence  and  with 
happiness.    Maybe  they  won't  ever  get  the  farm  paid  for.  They're 
at  home  improving  their  own  places  and  the  payments  each  year  are 
not  near  as  much  as  rent. 
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"Ore  of  these  fanners  has  been  renting  from  us  for  ten  years,  paid 
us  lots  of  rent,  but  this  fall  he  moved  on  his  own  farm,  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  Bartow  County.    The  government  first  helped  remodel 
the  old  farmhouse,  inside  and  out,  helped  him  put  a  sink  in  the 
kitchen  which  he  never  had  before,  helped  him  set  out  a  fine  orchard 
and  made  other  lasting  improvements.    We  hated  to  see  him  move,  but 
arc  happy  that  he  with  his  family  of  seven  is  on  a  fine  farm  of  his 
own,  for  he  richly  deserves  it. 

tv?.e  believe  wholeheartedly  in  the  FSA.    It's  time  the  farm  tenants 
were  having  a  break."1 

/s/    Mrs.  V;.  B.  Jolly 
Taylors villc,  Ga. 

"FSA  has  forced  many  farmers  to  leave  the  farm,  just  because  they 
didn't  get  the  money  out  so  the  farmer  could  get  his  seed  and  put 
his  crop  in  on  time.    The  FSA  is  the  champion  liars  '  club  of 
America,  in  my  opinion,    ^hoy  promise  a  client  to  do  a  thing  for 
him;  then  when  the  time  comes,  they  won't  do  it." 

/s/    Erwin  D.  Goods on 
Thompson,  Nebraska 

"It  is  true  as  he  says  that  we  clients  have  had  to  take  the  poorest 
kind  of  farms,  which  1ms  made  us  slow  pay.     That  is  a  mistake  that 
the  FSA  in  my  opinion  has  made.    They  should  have  helped  us  rent  a 
good  farm  first,  instead  of  compelling  us  to  rent  a  farm  before  we 
could  get  a  loan. ... I  think  the  good  it  has  done  far  exceeds  what 
little  harm  has  been  done  by  a  few  nogoods  that  slipped  in." 

/s/    Allen  Duckworth 
Route  3 

Duncan,  Oklahoma 

"Y'e  think  M«  S.  Boyd  overlooked  one  big  reason  why  the  FSA  purchase 
of  a  farm  is  a  failure.     The  farm  is  regulated  by  politicians  in 
Washington  instead  of  being  managed  by  a  competent  farmer  on  the 
ground. " 

/s/    Joe  E.  Smith 

Corners ville,  Tenn. 

"ITe  did  not  go  into  the  FSA  as  a  place  to'  retire,  we  went  in  to  work, 
sacrifice,  plan,  and  wo  made  it.     It  is  not  a  charity  or  a  relief. 
We  pay  five  per  cent  interest  on  our  money  and  wc  do  not  have  to 
accept  'run  down'  farms.    If  you  arc  willing  to  work  and  farm  right, 
you  will  always  be  able  to  get  a  place* »' 

/s/     lips,  Wilford  Howe 
Route  1 

\  jes tmor eland ,  Kans . 
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"I  believe  the  FSA  has  done  a  vronderful  job  of  rehabilitation,  and, 
to  me,  that  lias  awakened  the  spark  of  independence,  which  until  the 
time  the  FSA  was  instituted,  had  almost  vanished  among  average  farm 
tenants. " 


"FSA,  by  encouraging  long-term  leases  and  better  tenant-landlord  re- 
lationship, is  able  to  improve  living  conditions  in  other  ways,  as 
housing,  sanitation.    I  believe  there  are  three  times  as  many  houses 
screened,  sanitary  privies,  pumps  installed  in  wells,  more  fruit  trees 
set,  pastures  improved  on  FSA  farms  than  on  all  the  other  tenant- 
operated  f arras  together  in  Laurens  County. 11 


"I  never  yet  knew  a  helping  hand,  and  a  chance  to  make  an  honest  living, 
to  turn  an  honest  person  into  a  dishonest  one.... In  spite  of  all  reports 
to  the  contrary,  the  FSA  is  no  place  for  shirkers  or  dcadbeats.  You 
either  get  busy  or  get  out.     The  'supplying1  just  doesn't  go  on  and. 

on  as  some  would  have  us  believe  I  think  the  real  worry  of  this 

group  is  not  how  the  tenant  is  going  to  make  out,  but  how  the  land- 
lord is  going  to  make  out  without  him." 


"I  . don't  mind  them  taking  credit  where  they  eanred  it,  but  all  the 
nonsense  that  they  taught  us  to  live  economically  is  the  bunk.  I've 
been  doing  that  all  my  life." 


/s/    Mrs.  Helen  Zulski 
Route  1 
Sandusky,  Ohio 


Townes  A.  Willis 
Gray  Court,  S.  C. 


Mrs.  I.  E.  Jacobs 
Orland,  California 


/s/     Mrs.  M.  Nagy 
Rice,  Texas 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Farm  Security  Administration 
January  28,  19 42 


